CONTENTS 


A DEEP SEA OPERATION. BY JOHN MART, 4 . 
AIR MEMORIES OF A CONTEMPTIBLE. BY PERARDUA, . 
ANGLER’S ODYSSEY. BY C. F. WALKER, 
A RUTHLESS CITY. BY JOHN WELMAN, 
A SIGNAL MIDSHIPMAN AT COPENHAGEN, . < ; 
AT THE BLUE KETTLE CLUB. BY WILLIAM E. FOSTER, 
Attic SALT. BY MARY REEVES, 


“ CARTHAGO EST DELENDA.”’ BY GEOFFREY WILLANS, 
COMMENT, 


OOTTAGE AT THE COAST. BY J. A. K., 
EMIGRATION, 1950. BY P. SOLLY-FLOOD, 
Es SiaAH. BY MOHAMMED SAID EL QASMI,. 


FAREWELL TO ASCENSION. BY A. G. BEE, 

HASSAN. BY C. P. ROSSITER, . 

How THE FORTRESS FELL. BY A. C. BELL, é 

“T WILL WALK THE MEADOWS... .”’ BY C. B., 

JORROCKS IN THE ANTIPODES. BY J. V. DAVIDSON-HOUSTON, 

LOYALTY. BY JIM CORBETT, . 

LUKHAM. BY M. N. H. M, ; ‘ : 

MoRE CuRIOUS CLIMPING. BY RONALD W. CLARK, 

OBEAH AND VOODOO. BY ANTHONY SERVAN, 

Opp FISH. BY OLIVER CASSELS, : : 

PURSUIT TO VESUVIUS. BY RONALD FARQUHARSON, 

“QuierA Non Movers.” BY WILLIAM BRANDAM, 

RETURN FIXTURE. BY GEOFFREY WILLANS, 

SKI IN KURDISTAN. BY D. L. BUSK, 

SOLDIERS OF THE QUEEN. BY A. G. BEE, . ‘ 

SPARKS FROM THE MALAYAN ANVIL. BY BRIGADIER M. ©. A. 
HENNIKER, D.8.0., 0.B.E., M.C., 

StoRM AT KATUNGO. BY JOHN WELMAN, . 

STOUTBRIDGE PROSPECTUS. BY J. K. STANFORD, 

*SucH QUANTITIES OF SAND.’ BY NICHOLAS WOLLASTON, 


48 
23 
247 
293 
121 
271 
54 
440 


Ti ——< +e we 


315 
455 
75 
303 
42 
426 
393 
330 
193 
505 
515 
110 
358 
206 
168 
1 
334 
481 


385 
413 

97 
234 





iv Contents. 


TEA AND TALES. BY ©. G. CAMPBELL, 

THAILAND TRIVIA. BY ALAN STEWART, 

THE FIDDLER OF ELGIN. BY M. H. NOBL-PATON, 
THE HEAD OF OLIVER CROMWELL. BY A. M. G., 
THE HOUSE OF BANE. BY H. OLOFF DE WET, 

THE KING, : ‘ ‘ , 

THE LAND OF Mivy. BY JOHN WELMANy 

THE LAST VOYAGE. BY ROSEMARY RUSSELL, 

THE LIEUTENANT’S BOOTS. BY BARNEY DICKINSON, 
THE NAVIGATING COOK. BY JOHN MART, . : 
THE PEERLESS TRANSIT. BY R. B. CHENEVIX TRENCH, . 
THE RAM. BY DUDLEY HOYS, . : 
THE TATTER’T BOGGART. BY ‘ WON-TOLLA,’ 


THOSE OTHER DAYS AT VILNA. BY HENRY BAERLEIN 
“ Urine Gu Leor!”’ BY ROSEMARY RUSSELL, 
VICTORIAN KALEIDOSCOPE, 1853. BY PETER CAREW, . 





INDEX, . 





1952.] 


most lovable of men and the 
most charming of companions. 
No one could be angry with him 
for long, or resist his obvious 
craving to like and to be liked ; 
and no man could make more 
generous amends for an outburst 
of temper or a sharp word. 

It is a curious omission in 80 
admirable a book that Mr Hart- 
Davis makes no attempt to 
assess Walpole’s place in litera- 
ture, or even the comparative 
merits of his fifty-nine books. 
Walpole himself once said that 
he had “ talent without genius,” 
and this is probably as true a 
judgment as any that could be 
framed. He was a magnificent 
story-teller and was never at a 
loss for a plot. His characters 


were so real to him—and there- 
fore to his readers—that he 
could hardly bear to part with 


them. He had that gift of 
conveying an atmosphere which 
is found in the great novelists, 
and a strong, uncomfortable, 
but effective sense of the 
macabre. But while he would 
have figured among the first 
half-dozen in almost any list of 
contemporary writers of fiction, 
he never quite reached the 
heights or wrote that supreme 
book which, as a young man, he 
longed and strove to achieve. 
Perhaps he was in too much of 
a hurry, too impatient to take 
time for polishing, revising, and 
correcting, too ready to slip 
from romance into sentiment- 
ality. So his literary “‘ friends ” 
were for ever telling him, and 
maybe they were right. 
Everyone has his favourites. 


Comment. 


569 


‘Mr Perrin and Mr Traill’ was 
founded on personal experience. 
So were his books about Russia— 
‘The Dark Forest’ and ‘ The 
Secret City.’ So, surely, was 
‘ Fortitude ’—splendid, despite 
some of the faults of immaturity. 
With two or three others these 
were perhaps his finest work. 
His later books hardly lived up 
to their promise. John Buchan 
once advised him not to settle 
down too soon. His restless 
nature would not allow him to 
settle down completely any- 
where; but he succumbed too 
early to the fatal lure of the 
successful writer—a home in the 
country, which might be ideal 
as a place of work, but was 
unlikely to provide the new and 
vitalising experiences an author 
needs. Nor was London a cor- 
rective for Walpole; for there 
he met and mixed mostly with 
other writers and with the gilded 
hangers-on of literature. His 
later work, and particularly his 
Cumberland novels, suffered 
from the kind of life he led. 
Apparently his readers differed 
from this opinion; for his sales 
grew and grew, and he was 
making more money at the end 
of his career than at any time 
during it. If he had lived 
longer than his fifty-seven years 
the tale might have been 
different. As it was, after a 
life of unusual happiness, he 
died with the satisfaction of 
knowing that, in the view of his 
readers at least, his hand had 
lost none of its cunning, while 
his friends and admirers were 
an undiminished host. 
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